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the Church. But their Gothic masters now for the
first time embraced the new faith. .By 360 Dacia
was a part of Christendom.

The second batch of barbarian invaders was much
ijiore terrible than the first.    The Goths were mild
and civilised as compared with the savage 1 Inns, who
entered  Roumania in   375.    The u shrill   voice,  the
uncouth gestures and the strange deformity" of the
Huns, their meals of wild grass or raw meat, their
weird incantations and their pitiless cruelty, filled the
inhabitants with horror and alarm.  Many of the Goths
were allowed by the Romans to settle on the other
side of the Danube, while the natives either remained
in the plains of Roumania or retreated to the fast-
nesses of the Carpathians, where they lived for cen-
turies uncontaminated by the wild races which seized
their country.   The defeat of the Huns by the Roman
Emperor Theodosius I. about 378 was only a tem-
porary relief.   The whole aspect of the land changed
under its new masters ; all settled habits of life dis-
appeared, and nomad tribes ravaged the Danubian
provinces almost without intermission.     Then   the
'* scourge of God/5 as Attila has been called, fell upon
those unhappy regions.   Modem Bulgaria, as well as
modem Roumania, succumbed  to  his  armies, and
the Romans acknowledged him as the ruler of the
latter country.   But his own allies turned against him
at a critical moment.    The Gepidae, a Gothic race,
under their King Ardaric, overthrew his dominion in
Roumania and established there  a  new kingdom ;
Attila perished in 453, and with his death the Huns
vanished from the Danube.